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Abstract Translate

Online courses are becoming popular in business education and reguire creative strategies to maintain students ' engagement and
facilitate contextual and complex understanding of class concepts and theories. In this paper, we are proposing an exercise for online
undergraduate Organizational Behavior courses to motivate students and enhance their understanding of class concepts through the
use of storytelling. In this exercise, students work in teams to narrate stories that describe with rich detail different concepts and
theories pertaining to team management in general and virtual team management in particular. The results suggest that students
develop a higher level of critical thinking in virtual team management by storytelling and develop strong relations with other members
of their virtual teams.
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Leadership Challenges

By Thad Nodine and Sally M. Johnstone

In Short

* Competency-based education (CBE) can help
the nation meet its graduation goals and
address the shortages of skilled workers that
are emerging as the economy improves,

* Several community colleges have developed
their own versions of CBE programs, and
two states are instituting CBE programs
statewide.

¢ College leaders report that developing CBE
programs offers opportunities to personal-
ize the educational experience for students.
They also say that doing so presents chal-
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uring the recession in 2009, President Barack
Obama set a national goal for educational attain-
merit: By 2020, the United States would again
lead the world in the share of its population with
a college degree or certificate. Many states then articu-
lated their own goals for raising postsecondary attainment.
Shortages of skilled workers were emerging as the economy
improved and studies projected increasing shortfalls of
workers with postsecondary degrees over the decade.

Since then, colleges and universities have been experiment-
ing with promising strategies to get there. One of them is the
development and use of competency-based education (CBE),
which college leaders hope will reach potential students who
already have some training, college experience, or work-
based skills but who do not have a degree or certificate to
show for it.
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